CHAPTER XVIII

THE SPRING OF 1855

IN the third week of February the news came that
the Czar Nicholas was dead, and great was the stir in
the camps of the Allies. But the Russians, as though
to prove that they were not disheartened by the omen,
fired on the day of the announcement more briskly
than usual. News which affected Russell more
intimately had arrived at the beginning of .the month ;
the Aberdeen Ministry, which for a long time, and with
progressive ineffectiveness, had been explaining away
Russell's charges had at last succumbed to the force of
popular feeling. Roebuck's famous motion for inquiring
into the state of the Army before Sebastopol had been
carried by a large majority. The violent political
tactics of " Tear 'em" had won for him the chief
triumph of his career, and the Aberdeen Government
was indeed torn to pieces. Roebuck had the crowning
gratification of being appointed chairman of the
Committee which was to hold the inquiry. It cannot
be doubted that Russell's letters more than any single
force had procured the downfall of the Ministry.
When the Duke of Newcastle came out to the Crimea
he admitted this; standing beside Russell on
Cathcart's Hill one day, he said, "It was you who
turned out the Government, Mr. Russell/'

The most important event for Russell of the next
few weeks was the arrival of a hut. When its dispatch
from England was announced he could think of nothing